MOHAMMAD G. RABBANI
1945 - 1977

Mohammad G. Rabba-
ni morreu em Manaus,
Estado do Amazonas,
Brasil, no dia 2 ds feve-
reiro de 1977. Faleceu
vitima de uma crise re-
nal aguda resultante de
grave infecgdo mista
de Plasmodium falcipa-
rum e P. vivax que con-
traiu no Km 153 da es-
trada Manaus-Caracarai
(BR-174), quando con-
duzia pesquisas sobre
Anopheles darlingi para
o Instituto Nacional de
Pesquisas da Amazdnia.

Tinha 31 anos de idade, quase 32, quando fa-
leceu.

Mohammad nasceu no dia 15 de margo de
1945, em Faridpur, Bangladesh, sendo um dos
sete filhos da familia Rabbani. Recebeu edu-
cagdo primaria em Bangladesh e tirou o pri-
meiro lugar no vestibular do seu pais para en-
trar para o Instituto de Agricultura em Dacca,
Bangladesh. Em 1965 formou-se, com mérito,
em Engenharia Agrondmica. Obteve, em 1967,
o M.Sc. (Agr.) no mesmo Instituto Agricola
em Mymensingh, com outro grande mérito.
De Bangladesh, foi continuar seus estudos na
Universidade de lllinois, em Urbana, Estados
Unidos, onde, em 1972, obteve o segundo Mes-
trado e, em 1974, o Doutorado (Ph.D.). O Dou-
toramento foi orientado pelo Professor James
B. Kitzmiller. Em toda sua carreira eaucacio-
nal, Mchammad obteve sempre 0s maiores
meritos.

Desde 1967 até o seu falecimanto,
Mohammad manteve a sua carreira voltada
para a pesquisa e a educagao.

Durante uma excursdo que realizou du-
rante um ano juntamente com o Dr. Kitzmiller,
Mohammad veio a conhecer o Brasil e a sua
gente e, em fins de 1975, foi convidado para
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Mohammad G. Rabba-
ni died in Manaus, State
of Amazonas — Brasil
on Febraury 2, 1977. He
died of acute renal
failure following a se-
vere mixed infection of
Piasmodium  falciparum
and P. vivax acquired at
Km. 153 of the Ma-
naus-Caracarai Highway
(BR-174), while doing
research on Anopheles
darlingi for the Instituto
Nacional de Pesquisas
da Amazdnia. He was
31 — nearly 32 — at the
time of death.

Mohammad was born on March 15, 1943
in Faridpur, Bangladesh, one of seven children.
He received his early education in Bangladesh
and was first in competitive examinations for
entrance to the Agricultural Institute, Dacca,
Bangladesh. In 1965 he graduated with high
honors with a B. Ag. In 1967 he obtained his
M.Sc. (Ag.) from the Mymensingh campus of
the same institution, again with honors. From
there he pursued his higher education at the
University of lllinois, Urbana, lliincis, USA
where, in 1972, he obtained his second M.S.
and in 1974 his Ph.D. His doctorate was
directed by Professor James B. Kitzmiller.
Throughout his educational career, Mohammad
won highest honors.

From 1967 till the time of his death,
Mohammad maintained an active career in
teaching and research. During a year-long
research trip with Dr. James Kirzmiller,
Mohammad came to know Brazil and its people,
and late in 1975 was invited to work at the
Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas da Amazdnia.

On January 22, 1976 he arrived in Manaus
and initiated research on mosquilo cytogene-
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trabalhar no Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas
da Amazénia. Aos 22 de janeiro de 1976, che-
gou a Manaus & iniciou pesquisas em citoge-
nética de anofelinos, que era a sua especiali-
dade. Com a sua grande dedicacdo e capaci-
dade de pesquisas, ganhou logo o respeito e
a admiragdo dos colegas e de seus alunos,
assim como de todo pessoal do INPA.

Além das responsabilidades de pesquisas,
Mohammad era o Coordenador do Curso de
Pos-Graduagdo em Entomologia (INPA e Uni-
versidade do Amazonas), e era o Chefe da
Secdo de Maldria da Divisdo de Ciéncias Mé-
dicas do mesmo instituto.

Era membro da Sociedade Brasileira pa-
ra o Progresso da Ciéncia, The Genetic So-
ciety of America, The American Mosquito
Control Association, The Sigma Xi Scientific
Society, Sociedade Brasileira de Genética,
e The Florida Entomological Society.

Mohammad era uma inspiracéo para seus
estudantes e colegas. O amor dele pela vida
era espelhado em suas pinturas, no entusias-
mo pelo trabalho, e no amor pelos filhos dos
amigos,

Mohammad € considerado o primeiro mér-
tir das ciéncias médicas no Amazonas. Con-
tinuara em nossa memoria e na de sua esposa
Nilva em Manaus, seus pais, seus 4 irméos e
suas 2 irmds, em Bangladesh.
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tics, his field of specialization. His outstanding
research and teaching capabilities won him
respect and admiration of his colieagues, and
his students as well as from the staff at
INPA,

In addition to his research responsibilities,
Mohammad was coordinator for the Post
Graduate Course in Entomology (INPA-Univer-
sity of Amazonas) and was the head of the
Malaria Section of the Division of Medical
Sciences.

He was a member of the Genetic Society
of America, the American Mosquito Control
Association, The Florida Entomology Society,
The Sigma Xi Scientific Society, the Sociedade
Brasileira para o Progresso da Ciéncia, Socie-
dade Brasileira de Genética, and The Florida
Entomological Society.

Mohammad was an inspiration to students
and co-workers alike. His love for life was
reflected in his paintings, his enthusiasm for
work, and fondness of his colleagues’ children.
Mohammad is considered INPA's first Medical
Scientist to be martyred in the study of
Malaria in the Amazon. He is survived by his
wife Nilva in Manaus and his parents, four
brothers and two sisters in Bangladesh.

Jorge R. Arias
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